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Tero Saarinen – Claudio Monteverdi 

Third Practice 
 
Tero Saarinen Company & Helsinki Baroque Orchestra 
 
Choreography & Concept Tero Saarinen  
Music Claudio Monteverdi 
Music direction, Arrangement Aapo Häkkinen 
Lighting design Eero Auvinen (TTT-Theatre) 
Projection design Thomas Freundlich 
Costume design Erika Turunen 
Sound design Marco Melchior 
Choreographer’s Assistants Henrikki Heikkilä, Satu Halttunen 
 
Virtual soloist (soprano) Núria Rial 
Soloist (tenor) Topi Lehtipuu 
 
Dancers | Tero Saarinen Company  Jenna Broas, Natasha Lommi / Satu 

Halttunen, Annika Hyvärinen, David 
Scarantino, Eero Vesterinen, Won Won-
Myeong / Pekka Louhio 

 
Musicians | Helsinki Baroque Orchestra  Julien Martin (recorder), Tuomo Suni / 

Maite Larburu (violin), Aira Maria 
Lehtipuu (violin), Mikko Perkola (viola da 
gamba), Eero Palviainen (theorbo), Aapo 
Häkkinen (harpsichord) 

 
 
Duration 70 minutes, no intermission Premiere 29 May, 2019, Teatro Amilcare Ponchielli, 
Rassegna di Danza & Festival Monteverdi, Cremona, Italy Production Tero Saarinen 
Company Supported by Jane & Aatos Erkko Foundation (Finland) In collaboration with 
Fondazione Teatro Amilcare Ponchielli (Italy) With thanks to Rassegna di Danza & 
Festival Monteverdi (Fondazione Teatro A. Ponchielli, Cremona, Italy), ATER – 
Associazione Teatrale Emilia Romagna (Italy), Kuopio Dance Festival (Finland), Stoa 
(Finland), the Finnish National Theatre and TTT-Theatre (Finland) Tirsi e 
Clori recording Núria Rial, soprano, Tuuli Lindeberg, soprano, Teppo Lampela, 
countertenor, Topi Lehtipuu, tenor, Jussi Lehtipuu, bass 
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Tero Saarinen Company Technical & Production Staff 
 
Technical Director           Ville Konttinen  
Tour technicians          tbc 
 
Managing Director           Iiris Autio 
Head of Marketing and Communications         Terhi Mikkonen 
Head of International Relations         Johanna Rajamäki 
Production and Development Manager              Carita Weissenfelt 
Company Assistant                                               Sara Hirn 
 
 
 
Tero Saarinen Company 
 
Since its foundation in 1996, Tero Saarinen Company has captivated audiences and critics 
in 40 countries on six continents and prestigious venues such as BAM and The Joyce in 
New York, Chaillot and Châtelet in Paris, and the Royal Festival Hall in London. TSC's core 
activities also include running a global training programme, presenting international dance 
companies in Helsinki, community outreach projects as well as co-productions and 
commissions. Its collaborators include the LA Phil, NDT1, Batsheva, Lyon Opéra Ballet, 
The National Dance Company of Korea and the Finnish National Opera and Ballet. 
terosaarinen.com 
 
 
 
Background info about Third Practice 
 
Flagships of their respective genres in Finland and leading forces of the European dance 
and baroque music, Tero Saarinen Company (TSC) and Helsinki Baroque Orchestra 
(HeBO) join forces to find new dimensions to opera pioneer Claudio Monteverdi’s (1567-
1643) radical madrigals. Third Practice features thirteen live performers on stage. Six 
TSC dancers and six HeBO instrumentalists are complemented by two internationally 
recognized opera soloists specialized in early music: Tenor Topi Lehtipuu live on stage 
and the virtual avatar of Catalonian Soprano Núria Rial. The creative team of Third 
Practice is Choreographer Tero Saarinen, Music Director, Arranger Aapo Häkkinen, 
Lighting Designer Eero Auvinen, Projection Designer Thomas Freundlich, Costume 
Designer Erika Turunen, Sound Designer Marco Melchior and Choreographer’s 
Assistant Henrikki Heikkilä. 
 
Saarinen is known for insightful fusions of the classical and the contemporary - such as his 
praised The Rite interpretation HUNT (2002). Many of Saarinen’s best-known creations 
also feature inventive use of live music: Borrowed Light (2004) with early music ensemble 
The Boston Camerata and recent collaborations with Esa-Pekka Salonen (Morphed, 
2014), The Finnish National Opera and Ballet (Kullervo by Jean Sibelius, 2015) as well as 
Susanna Mälkki and The LA Phil (Zimmermann Trio, 2018). In Third Practice Saarinen 
once again creates a gripping choreography combining dance with live music, strong and 
exceptional performers, innovative sound, lighting, video and costume design - intertwined 
with multi-layered and emotionally gripping themes. 
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“I am interested in the way that, right now, we are having to recalibrate our existence and 
to rethink our humanity: our relationship to the world, to its changes and its history. At 
turning points there is always a chance of finding but sadly also of forgetting something. 
What inspires and touches me is the character of Monteverdi’s music, which was 
revolutionary in its time and which demands skill, while also being free-flowing and 
intimate. Amid the tumult of the world the Renaissance values that resonate in the 
Madrigals seem to be perpetually relevant as a way of anchoring ourselves. On the other 
hand, just as the composer once did with his newly created Seconda prattica, I too seek a 
new kind of expression – a third practice – in my choreography.” 
 

- Tero Saarinen 
 
 
Claudio Monteverdi was a transitional figure between the Renaissance and the Baroque 
periods. Even though Monteverdi is known as a pioneer of opera, his true radical ingenuity 
was hidden in his madrigals. Choreographer Saarinen and Music Director, Arranger Aapo 
Häkkinen will build the musical arch of the piece solely on them: the true revolutionary 
heart of Monteverdi’s music that rejected tidy formalism in favour of messy, fleshy 
humanity. 
 
“Although the music in the work is characteristic of a certain epoch, the world that opens 
out on the stage will be totally abstract. From Helsinki Baroque Orchestra’s perspective 
what particularly expands our horizons is the combination of sound amplification, virtual 
soloist and movement with the work of live musicians. Relating the partly improvisatory 
character of the madrigals to the stage arrangements and to the collaboration between the 
dancers is also an interesting challenge.” 
 

- Aapo Häkkinen 
 
 

Music featured in Third Practice 
 
 
Claudio Monteverdi (1567–1643) 
Introduzione al ballo (Madrigali guerrieri et amorosi, 1638) 
Ritornello Amor che deggio far (Concerto, 1619) 
Con che soavità (Concerto) 
Sinfonia Altri canti d’Amor (Madrigali guerrieri et amorosi) 
O quam pulchra es (Ghirlanda sacra, 1625) 
  
Bartolomé de Selma y Salaverde (c.1595–c.1645) 
Corrente (Primo libro de canzoni, fantasie & correnti, 1638) 
  
Claudio Monteverdi 
Zefiro torna (Scherzi musicali, 1632) 
Quel sguardo sdegnosetto (Scherzi musicali) 
Mentre vaga angioletta (Madrigali guerrieri et amorosi) 
Tirsi e Clori (Concerto) 
 


